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K-W-H-L Chart
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K-W-H-L CHART is a graphic organizer that tracks what a student knows (K), what a
student wants to know (W), how a student will find the information, and what a
student has learned (L) about a topic. It is used before, during, and after reading a
text and/or conducting research. This strategy supports students’ comprehension by
activating students’ background knowledge, setting a purpose for reading /
researching, planning for how to find information, and tracking students’ knowledge
about a topic.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY

 Establish the purpose of the K-W-H-L chart.
 Before reading, ask students leading questions for the K-W-H columns of the
chart: “What do you already ‘know’ about this topic?” “What things do you
‘want’ to learn about the topic, so you can focus your reading / research?” “How
will you ‘learn’ this information?”
 As students read, have them complete the L column of the chart. After reading,
have students fill in any additional information. Scaffold as needed. Prompt
thinking: “What did you ‘learn’ from doing your research?”
 Model the use of the graphic organizer with the students, using a class text and a
think aloud to illustrate your thinking; scaffold as needed.
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K-W-H-L Chart

Select a text you want to read or a topic you want to research. In the first column, write what you already know about the topic. In the second
column, write what you want to know about the topic. In the third column, write how you will learn the information. After you have completed
your text or research, write what you learned in the fourth column.

What I Know

What I Want to Know

How Will I Learn

What I Learned

